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1. (UNCLASSIPIED) PAWZI AL-KAYYALI, MINISTER OF CULTURE AND 
NATIONAL GUIDANCE: SUNNI MOSLEM; BORN IN 1923 AT KAPAR 
TAKHARIM IN MUHAPAZAT OP IDLIB; LAWYER; HEAD OF ARAB 
SOCIALIST UNION PARTY (ASU), ONE OP PARTIES ALLIED WITH BAATH 
PARTY IN THE NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE PRONT; ONE OP TWO ASU 
PARTY MEMBERS IN CURRENT CABINET (OTHER IS MINISTER OP 
STATE ANWAR HAMADEH). KAYYALI WAS MINISTER OF CULTURE, 
TOURISM, AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE IN ASAD CABINET (NOVEMBER 
21, 1970) AND SUBSEQUENT FIRST KHLAYFAWI CABINET 

(APRIL 3, 1971). AFTER CREATION OP SEPARATE MINISTRY OF 
TOURISM IN SECOND KHLAYPAWI CABINET (MARCH 3, 1972), KAYYWLI 
CONTINUED TO HOLD PORTFOLIO OF CULTURE AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE. 

2. (UNCLASSIPIED) AHMAD ISKANDAR AHMAD, MINISTER OP INPORMATION: 
ALAWITE; BORN IN 1944 IN VILLAGE OP ASHIQ UMAR (NEAR HOMS); 

BAATH PARTY MEMBER; JOURNALIST AND POLITICAL WRITER BY PRO- 
PESSION; HOLDS BA DEGREE IN LITERATURE (DOCUMENTATION AND 
LIBRARIES) FROM CAIRO UNIVERSITY; MARRIED WITH ONE 
DAUGHTER. AHMAD SPENT SOME TIME IN EAST GERMANY AS STUDENT 

IN JOURNALISM; HE WAS THAT TIME POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 
OP SANA (SYRIAN ARAB NEWS AGENCY). FROM 1965 TO 1971 HE WORKED 
IN MINISTRY OP INPORMATION; DURING LAST THREE OR FOUR YEARS 
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HE WAS DIRECTOR OP SANA. ON SEPTEMBER 16, 1971 HE WAS TRANS- 
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FERRED TO AL WADA PUBLISHING HOUSE, GOVERNMENT CORPORATION 
WHICH PUBLISHES NEWSPAPER AL-THAWRA AND BECAME FIRST 
DIRECTOR GENERAL THEN ON JANUARY 6, 1973 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
OF THIS NEWSPAPER. HIS APPOINTMENT ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1974 AS 
MINISTER OF INFORMATION IS HIS FIRST MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENT. 
AHMAD SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH. 

3. COMMENT: (BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL) EMBASSY KNOWS LITTLE MORE 
ON KAYYALI THAN THAT MENTIONED ABOVE. AHMAD IS SELF-ASSURED, 
SOMEWHAT COCKY INDIVIDUAL WHO THOROUGHLY ENJOYS HIS OWN 
IMPORTANCE. AS EDITOR OF AL-THAWRA, HE RAN HIS NEWSPAPER 
WITH THE CEREMONY OF A DIPLOMATIC ESTABLISHMENT - DOORS 
OPENED THE MOMENT ONE ARRIVED, SEPARATE ESCORTS ONE FLOOR 
TO ANOTHER, CALLING CARDS LEFT AT THE DOOR, AND HERALDED ENTRY 
INTO THE EDITOR'S OFEICE. STYLE IS VERY IMPORTANT TO HIM. 

HE ENJOYS DISCUSSIONS ON POLITICAL ISSUES AND DOES NOT SHY 
AWAY FROM CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES. HE LIKES ASKING DIEFICULT, 
BAITING QUESTIONS AND ENJOYS DEBATING POINTS. REGARDING 
US, AHMAD OPENLY STATES HIS DISBELIEF THAT US 
WILL EVER BE GOOD FRIEND TO ARABS BECAUSE WE WILL 
ALWAYS IN THE END SUPPORT ISRAELIS REGARDLESS OF WHO 
IS RIGHT. SAYS HE HOPES THZRE CAN BE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, 

BUT DOES NOT BELIEVE SECRETARY WILL BE SUCCESSFUL. (END 
CONFIDENTIAL) 

MURPHY 
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